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Valediciory Address. 
To the Patrons of the Gospel Advocate. 


Having disposed of the Advocate to the pub- 
lisher, I shall take my leave of it, not with indif- 
ference, but with a desire for its,future usefols 
ness and prosperity. Feeling the weight of 
vears, and knowing that my departure must be 
at hand ; have, voluntarily, given up the 
work, as Editor, that I may have the more leis. 
ure to attend to that great concern before me. 

The circumstatice reminds me of those words 
of Paul to the Ephesians, (Acts, xx. 26.) ‘‘And 
now behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall 
see my face no more.” According tomy light, 
[ have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God: that he purposed in himself 
in the dispensation ofthe fulness of times, to 
gather together in one, all things in Christ :-— 

that God is love ; that he is light and life ; that 
he is the fountain of happiness and the source of 
all consolation. There is no real felicity on 
earth, only as we enjoy the creatures in the Cre- 
ator; nor can heaven be a state of blessedness, 
but in the open vision and full fruition of God, 
HoW important is it, then, that we should have 
not right conreptions only, but right disposi- 
tions toward God > Neither ought we to con- 
tent ourselves with a profession of love to God; 
but we oughtin truth and reality, to be the 
friends of all his creatures. 

This friendship to God and man_ should ap- 
pear, in our doing justly, loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with God. 

Neither religion,nor even morality can consist 
in our understanding er in our sentiments con- 
cerning divinity ; religion and morality consist 
in knowing our Master’s will and doing it. A 


It showed its horns in the English Episcopal 
Church, in the unreasonable and cruel persecu- 
tion of the dissenters, under Elizabeth, James 
Ist, Charles 1st, and 2d, &c. Among dissent- 
ers from the Church of England, this assamp- 
tion of power has been visible and still is to be 
seen in many instances. This assumption a- 
rises from a tyrannical spirit, from the love of 
money and from a desire of popularity and 
worldly honors. This must be laid aside, or 
in vain may we expect the spread and increase 
of truth. Several serious persons, who are full 
in the belief of universal salvation, have ex- 
pressed, to me, their fears for the prosperity of 
universalism on this account. I express my 
wish and it is my fervent prayer, that, among 
the Clergy of the universal faith, tyranny, 
that detested monster, may never raise its odious 
head. The most natural soil for this baneful 
weed is that of a little and parrow mind. 2, 
Fondness for titles and worldiy pomp; eager- 
ness to be rich and to appear in splendor; to 
be conformed to the world rather than to be 
transformed by the renewing of the mind ; are 
things, which must be laid aside, or we shall be 
of the number of those, who lay up treasures for 
themselves, and are not rich towards God. To 
endeavor to excel in knowledge and virtue, is 
unquestionably, laudable and praiseworthy ; but 
there is a desire in some men, who like Diotre. 
phes, love to have the pre-eminence which is 
incompatible with an evangelical spirit, which 
ought to be laid aside. This hurts the feelings 
ofthe modest, brings religion into contempt 
and will unavoidably bring on division in the 
body. Asgood acure forthis malady as any to 
be found, is, “ for each to esteem others better 
than themselves.” Humility will here come in 
for a place in every heart, and the exercise of 


person may know the will and eh tet of Gods | this grace will diffuse itself through the body, 
and yet for the neglect of doing his duty, be} yiie the oil on Aaron’s head, which descended 


beaten with many stripes. 


Several things are | ty the skirts of his garment. 


Tn the latter case 


important and must be religiously avoided, ot) the Lord did, and, in the former case, the Lord 
tyranny will reign or divisions will take place] ..377 command his bléssing, even life forever- 


among christians. 
power among the clergy has been the bane of 


1. An undue assumption of more. 


Lastly, every thing, which will provoke to 





the christian world, and was the very thing} love and good works, which tends to peace and 


which produced the Pope or man of sin. 


‘the fartherence of knowledge, and is an expres- 
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sion of true friendship and brotherly love, ought | 
to be patronized and encouraged. This should 
be the great business of our lives, and we ought 
toknow that the prosperity of religion and 
the peace of Zion, essentially, depend upon this 
practice. 

I have been gratified in knowing that my la- 
bors, as Editor, have been, generatly, accepta- 
ble ; that I have not labored in vain, ner spent 
my strength for nought, but have reason to hope, 
that the seed sown will yield that fruit, which 
will redound to the glory of God and the good 
of his cause. 

I must now conclude, by bidding you an af- 
fectionate farewell, which I will do in the words 
of the apostle Paul, 2 Cor. xiii, 11, Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good com- 
fort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God 
of love and peace shall be with yon. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all. AMEN. 

I expect that our brother L. 8. Everett, of 
Buffalo, a preacher of the reconciliation, will 
succeed me as Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
He has superintended the work of the 3d Vol. 
and his writings have made a considerable part 
of the Advocate for the above period. If this 
be the appointment, we recommend him, and 
the Advocate to the patronage of a judicious and 
enlightened public. 

THOMAS GROSS. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

it will be seen by the above valedictory, that our 
aged aud respected brother, who has long toiled in 
the vineyard of our common Lord has taken his leave 
of the public, and no longer is to be cousidered as the 
Euitor of the Gospel Advucate. He retires from 
the scenes of active and perplexing life, to enjoy, in 
the bosom of domestic tranquility, that repose, which 
the labors of a long and useful! hfe, have rendered de- 
sirable. The readers of the Advocaie, who have 
pronerly estimated his moral and intellectual worth, 
will long cherish a remembrance of his effectual en- 
deavors to bring truth to light and present it, in its 
native purity, simplicity, and loveliness, to the intel- 
ligent avd feeling heart. He has fought the good 
fight, and has kept the faith once delivered to the 
Saimis ; and now retires wiih composure, to rest 
from his labors for a season, preparatory to that pe- 
riod when he shall eater upon the confines of that 
bright world, the glorious pleasures of which, be bas 
long anticipated with joy and rejoicing. But we 
may yet cherish the hope, that, should Providence 
lengthen out bis years and continue his health. he 
wil! occasionally enrich the éolumns of the Advocate 
with the productions of his pen. 

The subscriber, on entering upon the arduous and 
important duties which now devolve upon him as Ed- 
itor of the Gospel Advocate, entertains, it is believ- 
ed, a due seuse of the responsibility under which he 
s placed in the providence of Gud. He believes, 











that by engaging in this work, he is bound by his 
conscience, and his Gud, to discharge, faithfully, its 
duties, with a single eye to the glory of Zion’s King, 
and the good of his fellow men. His duty appears 
plainly marked out before him. ‘Todeal justly and 
impartially with all mankind, as relates to the con- 
ducting of this paper and all affairs connected with it; 
tu love mercy, kindness, truth, and charity ; as well 
as to walk humbly before God in the sight of men, 
a e the outlines of that course which will be inya- 
riably pursued, and which, constitute the leading du- 
ties which Gud and a liberal public will require.— 
In seeking after truth, the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments will b- taken ior bis guide.— 
Reason and common serse will assist in the inyesti- 
gation, aod truth whateverit may be, and wherevey 
it may be found, will be zealously detended, and care 
fully treasured up, as the pearl of great price. Error, 
that hateful destroyer of happiness, which may ly 
supposed to walk abroad at noon-day, will be expos 
ed; and its advocates shal! not be shielded fron, 
charitable observation by their titles of honor, vor by 
their assumed or real greatness. No pledges are 
given to any sect or party, fariher than to be candid 
and charitable with all, friendly to the whole human 
family, and honesily disposed to vindicate the char. 
acter of the ONE GOD, from charges of wilful eru- 
elty or cold indifference towards his offspring, man. 
In a word ; the liberal, and impartial course pursued 
by the furmer editor, will be taken for his guide ; and 
should it so be, that unremitting assiduity, and un- 
ceasing vigilance, together with close application, 
aided by the dictates of a heart earnestly engaged in 
the cause of divine truth, shall meet with the ap- 
probation and encouragement of the upright in heart, 
the hope will be cherished, that the former, and pres- 
ent reputation of the Advocate will be sustained, and 
the interests of Zion advanced, by the labors of 
Christ’s humble servant, and the servant of all men. 


L.S. EVERETT. 





A DISSERTATION ON PRAYER. 
The substance of a discourse on Matt. vi. 5,6. 

* And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing tn the 
synagogues and in the corners of the strects, that 
they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, 
they have their reward. Dut thou, when thou pray- 
est enter into thy closei, and when thou hast shut 
thy daor, pray to thy Father whichis insecret; and 
ihy Father which seeth in secret shail reward thee 
openly.” 

Prayer, is a subject which cannot fail to interest 
the feelings, and engage the heart of every christian. 
It can easily be imagined tat all are willing to med- 
itate on the words of our hedeemer, above quoted, 
and to dwell, with fond engagedness, on the heaven- 
born sentiment contained in them. These words. 
unless christianity is a fable, once issued from the lips 
of the blessed Jesus. He bas. in the words before us. 
pourtrayed, in Jively celors, that which we ought 
not io do; and, in language plain as the sun at 
noon day, bas told us what should be dove, and mar- 
ked out the manner in which it should be performed. 

it hath pleased heaven, to grant us, his children, 
the voice of Jesus Christ, to direct us in the pleasant 
path of duty. Whiie wiihone hand Le directs us 0 
his Father’s kingdom; with the other, he marks 
the path which cannot fail to Jead to the 
height of sublunary happiness; and among the 
many sourees from whence our reali pleasures 
may arise, prayer to God may be said to be 
one of the most important. . What can be more 10- 


terestmg than to behold the penitent sinner, in hum- 
bie submission to the will of heaven, inspired with 
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that confidence towards God, which enables him to 
fling his burden of woes at the footstool of God and 
and breathe the humble prayer to heaven’s almighty 
King? What can more strikingly exemplify the 
value of this privilege, than to see the distressed, 
when allotler comforts fail, kneeling before the throne 
of Jehovah, and pouring fort! their sorrows and com- 
plaints before him whose yoke is easy, and whose 
burden is light ? 

Heaven, as if sensible of its efficacy to the woun- 
‘led soul, has so guarded its sanctuary; that no 
arm of flesh can destroy it, and po despot can assail 
it. From the humble dwelling of poverty’s children, 
from the dungeon of the prisoner, from the fields or 
the water’s side, from the beggar’s cottage, as well 
as from the palaces of kings the prayer may ascend 
to heaven, and find acceptance with Gud! Nu dwel- 
ling but the soul, no offering but contrition, no altar 
out the heart is required: The meanest cf God’s chil- 
dren, the unlearned, the simple, the child of nature, 
are all possessed of faculties to enable them to raise 
the acceptable petition; and no eloquence is neces- 
sary but that which heaven inspires. So invaluable 
then, is this privilege. that it would appear strange 
were there not a counterfeit. And that this is the 
case, is inferred from our text. ‘ And when thou 
prayest thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are.” — 
Prayer isan offering up of our desires to God for 
things lawful and needful, with an humble confidence 
of obtaining them though the mediation of Jesus 
Christ. It comes froma word in the Hebrew, which 
ignifies appeal or intercession, whereby we refer 
our own Cause, and that of others to God. 

But it is not my design in this essay to take up time 
in defining the term; but to show what ought to be 
ike matter and the manner of cur petitions, and also 
to give some reasons why we ought to pray Our sub- 
ject then will stand thus. Ist. What should be the 
matter of our prayers? 2d. What should be the 
mapner? 3d. Why ought we to pray? 

1. The matter of Prayer. 

On this division of our subject much might be said. 
A few remarks, however, must suffice. It cannot 


be supposed, that finite beings can, at all times know | 


orask for, what would be best. We ought ever to 
remember, that our limited capacities wil! not admit 
of our looking into futurity, and seeing the final result 
of what we are now ted to conclude, would be for 
the best. Therefore, when we indite our petitions, 
we should ever be careful not to attach toc much im- 
portance tv our own weais judgment. Nor should 
we ever forget, that our duty is, to ask fur such 
things as we need, with an entire submission to the 
will of God. As we are subject tomany wants, and 
liable to innumerable temptations, it is but reasona- 
hle toconclude, that it is proper to ask (rod to sup- 
ply our necessities, and to deliver us from such temip- 
tations. But were we satisfied that Ged had wisely 
determined not to administer to cur wants, it weuld 
undoubtedly be our duty in such case to abstain 
trom asking for such benefits. Soin another case, 
Were we assured that our Fatherin heaven, bad wil- 
led, that we should always be subject to temptation ; 
it would be higiily improper to beg for deliverance. 

1 know not why this rule should not apply in all 
cases. But itmay be asked, if this be the case, what 
geod will arise from our petitions? I answer.--- 
It is not to be supposed, that our prayers can 
alier the plan of God, or affect his purpose in the 
least. But the utilhty of prayer may be illustrated 
bva simple comparison. Imagine a man in a boat, 
at some distance from the shore; he is anxious to 
gain the land; his friend, in order to assist, flings him 
a rope, one end of which is made fast to the matu 
land. Now, in order to effect his deliverance from the 


fury of the waves, the one exposed, pulls upon the 
rope. The consequence is, he does not draw the 


main land towards the boat, but the boat and himself 


towards the main land. So with ourselves: “ eare 
all launched into the ocean of life ; the frail bark of 
our existence, subjects us to the storms aud tempests 
of the world in which we live: God our friend, has 
put into our hands the means by which to eflect our 
deliverance from the sins that so easily beset us.— 
That which is best calculated to lead us to the ruck 
of our salvation is prayer. By drawing on this cord 
we do not alterthe plan of his provideuce, nur stop, 
bor set in motion, the operations of his grace; but 
we, in so doing, assitnulate our feelings to the God of 
Love, and become united to him by the bands cf af- 
fection and gratitude. 

Whatever may be our desires, our ruling object 
shculd be to bring ourselves to acquiesce to the will 
of God. Therefore as directed by our divine master, 
we should endeavor to say from the heart, ** not my 
will, but thine be done.” 

That prayer, recommended by Christ, in its unlim- 
ited sense, no doubt contains all that should be ex- 
pressed in our petitions to the throne of divine favor. 
[very seriously doubt, whether wedo not commit 
sin when we break over the bounds which he has 
prescribed, and presume to diciaie to infiuiie wisdom, 
the course to be pursued. At least, it secuimes us, 
to ponder well the substance of cur prayers, before 
we give utterance to it; and also to be careful not 
io suffer our desires to get abuve our resigvaiion. 

The Lord’s prayer, as it 1s usually du nominated is 
beautifully iilustrated by Butterworth in las dictioua- 
ry and concurdance, With Wineu ii May Bui be atimss 
to present the reader. it will be fouad to cosiain 
ali for which we can reasonably ask, and all the oles- 
sings of which we can easily conceive. 

He begins with the words * our Father,” [These 
words, we should remember, are put into the mouth 
of every tvman being.] He is our father, Ist 
by right of creation. ial. ii. 10, * Fiave we _not all 
one Father ? bath pot one God created us ?” Again, 
he is our Father by bountiiul provision.” Ps. exly. 
16, ** Thou opeuest thine hand and caiisfie-t the de- 
sires of every living thing.” fle is also in an espe- 
cial mauner the father of believers, by gracious adup- 
tions Eph.i, 5. * Having predestivated us unio the 
adoption of children by Jcsus Christ to himself, accor- 





ding to ihe good pleasure of ins will.” 2, ¥) ho 
art inheaven.” ‘The throne of thy glory, the portion 
of thy children, the ‘emple of thine angels, 3d. “ Thy 
kingdom come,” of providence to defend us, of grace 
to refine us, of glory and salvation to crown us. 4, 
* Thy will be done en earth as itis in Heaven.”— 
Towards us witluut resistance, by us without com- 
pulsion, universally with exceptiun, and eternally 
without declension. 5. “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” Of necessity for our bodies, of cterval life 
for cur souls.” 6. * And forgive us our trespasses.” 
Against {se commands of thy law, against the favor of 
thy gospel.” 7. As we forgive them that tresspass 
againsi us.” By defaming our characters, by em- 
bezzling our property, or by abusing our persons. 
* And lead us not into (temptations but deliver us 
from evil.” Ileve 1 would observe that the render- 
ing of these words appears .o be incorrect. It pre-sup- 
poses that God leads us into temptation, whereas we 
are informed, that the contrary is the fact. See 
James i, 13. Let no man say when he is tempted, I 
ain tempted of God: for God cannot be iempied 
with evil, neither termpteth he any man, but every 
man is temptec, when he is drawn away oi his owa 
lusts and enticed.” 

The rendering of the text by Campbell, Wake- 
field and others is undoubtedly more proper. 
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“ Abandon us not to temptation, but preserve us 
from evil” Of overwhelming affliction, of worldly 
enticements, of the adversary’s devices of error’s se- 
ductions, of sinful affections.” 8. ‘For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.” 
Thy kingdom governs all, thy power subdues all, 
‘thy giory is above all.” 9. Amen.” As it is in thy 
purposes, so is it in thy promises, so be it in our 
pravers, so it shall be to thy praise. 

This, then, it is believed, comprehends all for which 
we should ask, and probably the whole of those bles- 
sings which we need. 

2 The manner in which we should offer up our 
prayers, claims our notice. 

I ought perhaps, to preface the cbservations [ am 
about to make with an humbie acknowledgment, 
that after the manner called heresy, so | would wor- 
ship the God of my fathers. 

I must confess, that very often, a chill runs over 
my feelings at hearing the observations, not unfre- 
quently made, on the subject of prayer. 

If in conversation, the question be asked, ** is your 
neighbor a religious man?” the answer is perhaps, 
‘‘no! he is indeed charitable. friendly, liberal in 
giving to the poor, Kind and attentive tothe sick ; he 
does all in his power to alleviate the distresses of (he 

vidow and fatherless, but he dont pray!” How do 
youknow ? “ Why, Lhave frequently heard him 
urged (0 pray in our ‘ conference meetings,’ in our 
‘monthly concert of prayer,’ in our missionary socic- 
ties,” in our church mectings.’ and he always refuses 
fo comply with the solicitaiions of his pious friends ” 
Abominable! Aud must this be the eriterion by 
which to determine whether aman is a christian or 
not ? Must a man’s picty be measured by the length 
of his prayers, or must a man become a hypocrite in 
order to deserve the approbation of the pieus? If so, 
great God deliver us. 

Such has been the fasion ameng varicus sects of 
christians, since the time of our Saviour, and such was 
the practice among ihe religionists ef that time, that 
one who would not, or could net, conscientiously 
make loog prayers before men, was denounced as a 
child ci the devil. 

And now. 59 strigtly do many adhere to the gus- 
toms of uur religious forelethers, that toe writer can 
Lardly perceive a shade of ciiference bei ween the 
manoer of praying adopted by the pharisees in old 
times, and that recominended by many of the pres- 
ent day. A long prayer tn those days was the same 
as a long prayer inour own time: to pray, standing 
in the synagogues or places of worship, was the same 
thea, as it is now to standin a place of worship and 
make a long prayer; to siand in the corners of the 
streets and pray to be seen of men, was then no 
more, than it is now to parade ourseives in some cun- 
spicuous place and utter our petitiozs! 

But christians have endeavored to clothe this crea- 
tureof hypocrisy and self-righteousness, in a robe 
of their own manufacture. But on examination it 
will appear more flimsy than the fig Icaves that once 
served to hide the nakedness of our first parents ! 

Why, I would ask, do christians, insist on their fol- 
lowers being made to stand in the synagogue and 
pray before men? ‘They answer, by saving, we 
think it essential. Why? Because it is our duty to 
pray. But isit our duty to make long prayers to be 
seen of mea? O,no! But we do not pray to be 
seen of men! Why ail this parade about it, then? 
Why not suffer the convert to your creed, to retire 
into the closet of his heart? Why not exhort him to 


flee from the sight of man, and pray in secret to his 
Father, in Heaven? When absurdity becomes con- 
sistent, these difficuities will be reconciled. 


r Pa oh ik ange Fai es 
P fo me it appears plain, that the least parade, is in 
| direct opposition to the command o! our Saviour, and 
at variance with that spirit of meekness which eng. 
bles the penitent sinner to say, ‘pot my will, but 
thine be done.” 

L\ is worthy of remark, that the longest prayer on 
record in the scriptures, may be distinctly pronoun. 
ced in 10 or 11 minutes, and many others contained 
in the bible, would not occupy more than one minute. 
and some, but a few seconds. How then, I would 
asi, can those justify themselves who pray hours be- 
fore men, and undertake to limit heaven in the oper. 
ations of lis providence? But our text demands g 
inere particular notice. ‘ Avd when thou prayest 
be not like the hypocrites.” Why? How do the 
lypocrites pray? ‘Por they love to pray standing 
in the synagogues aud in the corners of ‘he streets, 
so as to be observed of men.” 

Our Saviour now speaks of the manner of praying. 
And this informs us plainly how we should net pray. 
* Verily I tell you, that they have their rewaid”— 
Whatis it? Ans. The applause of men! God 
| never approbates the prayers of mankind, when of- 
fered in this way,—they are an abomination in his 
sight: but men who are deluded by the external 
suuctity of the hypocrite, will no doubt smile assent, 
aud reward the one whom God disapproves witha 
loud amen. . 

Our text affords directions, which if cousidered. 
wili (cach us the true manner of prayer, and will, | 
trust, induce us to march straight forward in the path 
of pleasurable duty. ** But thou, when thou prayest, 
cuter Inia tuy closct, and when thou hast shut i 
Geer, pray to thy Pather thatis ip secret. 

"ron this iLappears evident,that whenever we pray, 
we shuld retire from the scenes of earthly vanity, 
withdraw into the closetof our hearts, and pray totha! 
God, who is known and enjoyed mostly in such retire- 
ment, It tust be evident to every one who has cr- 
| joyed commitinion with Ged in the manner here pre- 

scribed, that, tho appearance even of those who was 
mdecd be friendly to ourselves and the cause o! 
Clhiist, ave but poor assistants in unloading the bur- 
den of our woes, aad ia exciting the pure and unre- 
| strained conlidence towards our Maker, that should 
) ever eNisi in our hearts. You ask me, if I would ab- 
sisi trom public prayer altugether and pray onty iv 
secret? In ye, ty, | would observe, that I wouid 
have ‘every ene be fuily persuaded in lis own mind. 
Such are the habitudes of inakiad, in regard to wor- 
that porbaps under exisung circumstances, itis 
jexpedient io comnply with the usual customs of ou 
worshipping assemblies; but, still L do thinks, that the 
manucr of worship adopted by the society of fricixds, 
is better calculated to promote our devotional feel. 
ings, than aay other. 

Where do we find more siuecre and devout wor- 
shippers, than amovg that sect? Nay where do we 
see more Conspicuously the practical fruits of religion 
than among therm ? 

I know it may be said that no man knows whether 
they pray or not; bu: there is one, that knows the 
inmost thoughts of their hearts, and he alone is the 
proper one to sii in judgment against them. 

The practice of hiring avother to pray for us, is 
highly reprehensidle, and not authorized by scripture 
hor common seuse. Notwithstanding all this, I 
doubt not, that there are those, who delight to wor- 
ship God by uniting all hearts with that of the speak- 
er, and thus speaking through his the good feelings 
of the soul and expressing unfeigned gratitude to the 
tothe Father of all mercies. 1 cannot deny, that on 
many occasions, I have enjoyed muct: happiness by 
uniting with my brethren and friends in prayer to 
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heaven; but I can also say, that in secret commun- 
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iom with the great God of my salvation, the satisfac- 
tion is most generally enhanced by the absence of 
the world and all its vamaties. 

I doubt not, that as the manner of some is, the rea- 
der may have enjoyed a kind of heaven upon earth, 
in this delightful exercise; but experience will justi- 
fy me in saying, that he has in his closet felt the most 
heaven-born peace and joy! The reader will bear 
me witness to tke truth of this declaration of the po- 
et, that 


‘* In secret silence of the mind, 
Your heaven, and there your God you find.” 


But not to protract this part of my subject, 1 will 
only add, that our surest way is to avoid ihe way of 
the pharisee and bypocrite. Let us be careful not 
to pray too loug in the synagogues and corners of the 
streets, and may we look well to ourselves lest we 
pray to be seen of men! 

3. Why shouvid we pray ? 

I have already contended, that our prayers can 
never alter the plan of God, therefore we ought not 
to pray for that purpose. But we ouglit to pray in 
order to bring ourselves to God. and with a design to 
vield ourselves willing servants toobey him. As the 
nearer we approach our loving God, the greater our 
liappiness is, we should pray in order to promote our 
own enjoyment. Aud itis the height of presumption, 
toimportune heaven to do this, that, and the other 
thing, unless we are assured, that our wishes, and 
God’s will are in unison. 

Where is the humble believer, who can calmly 
lear and approbate a prayer, which if answered, 
would subvert the laws of Jehovah, and overthrow 
the pillars of the universe! And yet we are some- 
times compelled to hear every minute circumstance 
of church and state, of the government of empires, 
end the downfall of kingdoms, particularly marked 
out in prayers, as if the God of heaven was dependent 
on poor weak mas for information and instruction! 
We cannot be sufficiently thankful that such pray- 
ers are entirely unavailing. | Look at it fora moment : 
‘'wo armies are brought into the field, with their im- 
plements of death in order for battle: Each claims 
the name of “christian”—and each consider their 
cause the Lord’s. In compliance with the fashion of 
the day, they each kneel, and pray that victory may 
crown theirarms! Pray tell me what would be the 
consequence should both their prayers be answered 
according to their wishes? I repeat it: We ought 
only to pray, in order that we may be completely re- 
signed to the will of God! 

To conclude :—W henshould we pray? Ans. Con- 


May we all be so happy, as to know the will of 
God, so that we may, when we look around us, on 
our friends and the world of mankind, be enabled to 
pray for their salvation without a single corroding 
doubt! Whevever this shall be our portion in life, 
the sweets of friendship and brotherly love will be 
heightened by the remembrance of God’s gracious 





pame, and our prayers shall ‘gild the shades of death’ 
with that forgiving spirit which Christ possessed when 


‘he exclaimed on the cross, ‘ Father forgive them, &c. 


O, that God would werk in us all, to will, to do, and 
to pray for such things, and such only, as he has tho’t 
best to ordain, that we may be, in some small degrec, 
like our Father in heaven, and like our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

This would constitute cur felicity, as we journey 
along through this valley of death and wor!d of tempt- 





ation; while the seeming evils of our present state, 
would be transformed in our estimation, as, they are 
in reality into blessings in disguise. 

May we all, in our retirement, find the employ- 





ment sweet and refreshing, to hold communion with 

our blessed God; and may our families, our friends 

and the world, see rather by our resignation than by 

our parade, that the God t whom we pray rewards 

us openly for our confidence, by imparting to each 
one of us, that serenity aud peace—that love—.and 

good will—that charity and faith, to which the hypo- 
, crite isa stranger! Amen 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
“People love to have it so” —Jeremiah. 
| It is really astonishing, to see the exertions 
that are making, at the present, in the United 
States by those who are deemed as “orthodox,” 
and especially among the leading class, in that 
“popular community.” To the candid and im- 
partial, scarce in any view, does lmman nature 
appear mere corrupt, than in the disposition 
manifest in those who “love the praise of men,” 
but not the “meek spirit of Jesus.” Never be- 
fore, like the present, has every nerve been strain- 
‘ed to its utmost tension, to accomplish their ar- 
‘rogant designs. “The mystery of iniquity,” 
|has recently. been revealed in some measure. 
| A few “learned doctors,” in the state of New- 
York, combined with others in various parts of 
the United States, have started a national Tract 
Society, and are mightily designing to have ere 


\inually. We ought to‘ pray without ceasing.”— | long a national Creep: and doubtless had they 
The idea that we can only pray in company with as much power as disposition, the American na- 
others, is a mistaken one. We have the opportunity | tion, from the “least to the greatest,” would have 
every hour—every moment ofour lives to make the | to subscribe to, and adopt this great crEED 
ents ; ‘ th: , ” ” e oe 
mental declaration « thy will be done,” &c. | Then we shall have an established religion ; 


The apostle Paul has given us instruction, which | Arwpailer d of sail eee 
will serve to sum up what has been said on this sub- | #!though not approved of or sanctioned by the 


icet, in the first epistle to Timothy, 8 first verses.— | government of our republic; yet approbated 
‘TL exhort therefore, &c. This exhortation is inex- | and cherished by those, who stand fast in that 
act compliance with the command of our Saviour, | bondage, worse than slavery. It would be un- 


and in agreement with the observations which I have | necessary for me to mention the numerous Soci- 


made on our text. We are required to pray and 
cive thanks for all men; for their salvation and de- 
liverence from sin; and we are also required not to 
doubt that an answer of peace will he given; for the 
will of God is in agreement with the request, and 
therefore a denial of the favor, would be impossible. 
This request is no more than to say “thy will be 
done.” It is not for us to prescribe the way in which 
the salvation of all shall be effected, but satisfied as 
to the end, we should be silent as to the means by. 
which that end shall be obtained. God knows what 
is for the best, we do not. 


| eties, that have been formed, and are now con- 
| stituting to hold upthe standing order,—for any 
man, if he have patience enough, can doubiless 
have recourse to the annals of missions, where 
he can read them in detail. However, I ‘will 
mention one. The last society that has been 
formed in this section of our Lord’s heritage, 
(New Hampshire) is denominated “ the Auxil- 
iary Society for ameliorating the condition of 
the Jews.” 
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I suppose it to be the last, as it was legally | its gooduess, and to religion, wherever it may 
constituted on last week, pursuant to a_ visit | be found, its appropriate blessing. L. W. 
made by a Mr Frey, (a converted Jew) who} Lebanon, N. H. Aug. 21, 1825. 


has recently travelled through, and preached in BP am a Co ae 
many towns in Vermont aod New. Hampshire ; PRAY ERS REQUESTED. : 
The editor of the Christian Mirror, printed 


who as yet has been successful in getting up 
these societies; in which, any one, whether | @t Portland, a Mr. Parkhurst, formally requests 





el ! * 
x Be a MLR Qe Fe, Salers: y 


man, woman, or child can be a member, by sub 
scribing his or her name, and paying a cent 
per week, at the end of the year. 


Whether this recent movement in the “ ar- 


the prayers of his subscribers and patrons for 
him, not as being in a weak and low condition, 
but that his mind may be strengthened, and he 
be preserved from sinful tempiations, being o. 
bliged to read over so many of the world’s 


mies of the living God,” shall subserve good oF | pewsyapers, to collect a summary of what is 
not, future time will determine ; yet there are | done inthe world, for the benefit of his readers! 
strong suspicions of the propriety of such a pro- | He intimates that he has sometimes been dispo- 
cedure. This appears to be a sectarian thing, | seq to daugh, and other times he has felt much 


and many, unquestionably, imagine, that this or- 


grieved at the folly and thoughtlessness of the 





der will be eflective of producing the Milleni- world’s people. Weare sorry for Mr. P. whose 
um. For if they couldgeta National Creed for | case js so singular, even as distinguished from 


the United States, and convert the Heathen and 
the Jews to Calvinism, surely, this much desi- 
ed object would be obtained. 


Admitting that there was such a God as has 


existed in the imagination of some; and if 


matters are left as many would insinuate there 
would be much need of exertion to save the 
“«fispring of God” from the wrath of an offen- 
ded Deity ; who is styled in scripture, the “ God 
of the Jews and the Gentiles also.” Why 
should the Father of our spirits be so incensed 
against these Gentiles, from whom he at first, 
withheld “ oracles of God,” and since, so wrath- 
fal against “Israel his first born,’ whom he 
“hath blinced in part,” as to send them to end 
ess torment, if ve (Gentiles) do not something 


‘other Cliristian editors, and will contribute at 
once all in our power towards the restoration of 
his mind to a sane and raticnal state, by cros- 
| sing out his name in the list of our exchanges. 








—Keene Sentinel. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Things that [ have never seen. 
Mr. Editor,—I’ve seen a thousand things in 
this world, but that is nothing to you here nor 
there ; itis my intention in this communication 
to mention several things which I have never 
| seen. 
| 1. [have never seen a believer in the doc- 
'trine of the ¢rinity, who could state that doctrine 
_in an intelligent manner. 





‘ ‘ =| i magn : 
to rescue them from the infinite malevolence of} 2. I have never seen a Calvinist who did not 


infinite Love ? 


May we not expect that the time is not far 
distant when theie will be societies formed to 


ws 
convert the Universalisis to the standard doe- | 


trine of the day 3 for according to their senti- 


ment these dissenters are exposed to the wrath | 


of Jehovah; and they suppose that the Univer- 
salisis are persuading people “contrary tolaw,” 


and “leading them headleng to destruction 2” | 


Why then should they not exert themselves to 


check this growing doctrine? Methinks the 


reader would say tat as long as man is uncon- 
troled by creeds, unawed by clerical threaten- 
ings, and h.. “ the record that God has given of 
his Son,” of © his wil,” his * purpose,” and his 
“ pleasure.” which are the fulfilment of his 
“ promises,”—the accomplishment of his 
“oath’—“ the salvation of all Israel, and the 
fulness of the Geutiles,” it would prove nuga- 
tory 3 it would be incff-ctual. 


It is the duty of all ta help, aid, assist, pro- 
tect all poor, distressed and worthy, of whatev- 
er name or nation, whe may be associated with 
us; and whose complicated wants of hunger, 


consider himself one of the elect. 

| 3. IThave never seen a sane person who did 
| not entertain strong hopes of his own salvation. 
4. [ have never seen a person who boasted 
|} of a change of heart, but that needed a change 
of moral character, 

5. Lhave never seen what is called a revi- 
| val which did not weaken the charity and in- 
| crease the bitterness of two thirds of its subjects. 
| 6. £ have never seen the doctrine of endless 
i misery reconciied with the character of God. 

7. [have never seen a man against reason, 
till he found reason against himself. 

8. f havenever seen a man who pretended to 
be exceedingly pious, that would not grind the 
face of the poor. 

9. Ihave never seen a confirmed Deist who 
was not an intolerable bigot. 

10. I have never seen a Unitarian Clergyman 
| who preached his real sentiment clearly to his 
people. 

11. I have never seen the doctrine of impu- 
tation reconciled with the justice and equity of 


the divine Being. LO’. 








sickness and nakedness, demand that he should | 
conitibute liberat.y to their relief. We cannot | 


help God nor frustrate his designs ; but we can, | 
we vuyht to render to virtue its worth ; to piety | 


We hope our correspondent will excuse us 
the liberty which we have taken with his com- 


| munication, in omitting two articles of the cata- 


logue; one of which we thought unnecessary; 
and the other, a little too severe. | 
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From Pliny’s Natural History. 
THE EARTH. 

It is the earth that, like a kind mother, re- 
ceives usat our birth, and sustains us when 
born. It is this alone, of all the elements a- 
round us, that is never found an enemy to man. 
The body of waters deluge him with rains, op- 
press him with hail, and drown him with inun- 
dations; the air rushes onin storms, prepares 
the tempest, or lights up the volcano ; but the 
earth, gentle and indulgent, ever subservient to 
the wants of man, spreads his walks with flow- 
ers, and his table with plenty ; returns with in- 
terest every good commiited to her care, and 
though she produces the poison, she still sup- 
plies the antidote, though constantly teased 
more to furnish the luxuries of man, than his 
necessities, yet, even tothe last, she continues 
her kind indulgence, and when life is over, she 
piously hides his remains in her bosom. 





FROM THE SOUTHERN INTELLIGENCER. 
A FRAGMENT. ; 

I passed through the ruined tower of 
the abbey, and crossing the ancient hall entered 
the little chapel in the left wing of the building, 
All was silent as the grave, and my footsteps 
echoed with a sound that made me tremble.— 
The flickering light of a taper gleamed faintly 
on the stately walls of the sacred place ; por- 
traying there a thousand shadowy forms, to 
fright my throbbing bosom. I ventured along 
towards the altar from whence the light procee- 
ded, and looking around me, perceived I was 
intruding in the mansions of the dead. Fear 
and horror thrilled through my frame, and I 
was preparing to depart, when a soft strain of 
music flovted along the tottering galleries; a 
spirit hovered: near me, and as 1 knelt to pay 
my adevations to the heavenly being, she thus 
addressed me ;—‘ Daughter of earth! what 
doest thou here? Knowest thou not that these 
abodes are sacredl” “I came,” said 1, “ to 
seek for Wisdom.” “ And dust thou,” replied 
she, “expect to find her here?” ‘ Alas !” 
said I, “hitherto have 1 sought in vain where 
pleasure reigns, where vanity delights to dwell. 
The records of antiquity could afford no light 
to guide my wandering footsteps. After many 
fruitless expeditions, 1 have reached this desv- 
late spot, and if wisdom does not here abide, 
where, ob! where shall I seek her.” “ Mistak- 
en mortal,” replied the angelic spirit, “ quit 
these domains of death, and seek for wisdom 
where alone she is to be found, in the temple of 
virtue. Come,” continued she, “ Ll am Religion; 
I will lead youthere. I alone am privileged to 
know the hidden treasures of true wisdom. My 
hand only, can with success unfold that volume 
in which are contained the brightest blossoms of 
hope, and the dearest promises of immortality. 
Influenced by my principles and feelings, you 
shail pass uncontaninated down the stream of 
life, and when the torrent of adversity assails, 
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| land you safely in eternity. Come, undaunted 
| you shall pass through every danger and diffi- 
culty ; ‘ Fear not for Iam with thee.’ ” I gave 
my willing had, and resolved that forgetting the 
world, and all its tumults, Religion should di- 
rect my future life. I had as it were impercep- 
tibly left the chapel, and now found maself in 
the open air with my new companion beside 
me. The faint glimmer of the taper had faded, 
‘but myriads of stars bestrewed the azafre sky, 
and the first ray of the rising moon was smiling 
upon the waters. 





Morality.—It is with a man’s morals as it is 
with his temporal concerns. If he suffer his 
business to get behind hand, he finds it very dif- 
ficult to meet all his engagements, and_ utterly 
impossible to take any advantages which are 
constantly presenting themselves to the econo- 
mist, who in room of being in debt, has money 
tospare. A few days of relaxation from the 
wholesome rules of a moral life, will throw us 
so far back, that in room of having it in our 
power to make new advances in the “ noble 
and glorious work” of moral acquirements, it 
may Consume some time, and cost no little ex- 
ertion to retrieve what was fvolishly lost. 

This simple hint, should it be put to its most 
profitable use, may turn to more advantage than 
a superficial observer might expect, for should 
it induce any to avoid running into debt unne- 
cessarily, or toexert economy to pay what they 
owe, the advantage would not be small. And 
if it should incite any to be on their guard a- 
gainst temptation, this is better than silver or 














| 
| 


gold. 





Another Conversion to the Ministry.—Di- 
rect information has been received at this office. 
that the Rev. Micuags. Smita, of Union Dist- 
rict, South Carolina, formerly of the Baptis: 
communion and ministry, now preaches the 
faith which God preached to Abraham, saying. 
“in thy seed shall all nations be blessed.”—U- 
niversalist Mag. 

ANECDOTAL TRUTHs. 

A zealous Calvinist in preaching from the 
26th verse of the 73d Psalin, introduced his 
subject by observing, that holy David was a 
bright example of what every christian ought 
to be. He said David was afflicted and troub- 
led like all the other children of God, and that 
his righteous soul was most vexed and plagued. 
when he beheld the prosperity of the wicked, 
and he would have envied their situation and 
murmured against God, had he not been made 
acquainted with their final end. But when he 
saw them standing on slippery places just rea- 
dy to plunge into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
which flamed below, he was satisfied, and wil- 
ling toendure a few moresorrows. The preach- 
er told his brethren they must take comfort 
and double their patience ; for all the blesstage 


my bark shali waft your feeble frame along, and | which God bestowed on the wicked, were but 
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curses in disguise, designed to dazzle their eyes 
with the prospect of good, till suddenly, there 
would break from beneath them a volcanic e- 
ruption, and swallow tiem alive in the pains of 
hell forever. Now, said the preacher, dear 
brethren, we are no better by nature than the 
wicked, and this moment as much deserve to be 
danined! O whata wonder! what a wonder 
it is that a God of infinite wisdon, infinite good- 
ness and infinite power, should save one such 
hell deserving creature! And what a miracle 
of miracles will it be, when our God saves all 
the righteous ! ! 








A famous divine of Orthodox principles was 
heard tu. declare in a sermon on Prayer, not 
jong since, that condescension was one of the 
glorious perfections of Deity ; that nothing short 
of infinite condescension would admit of his o- 
pening his holy ears, even to the songs of an- 
gels 3 for he charged his angels with folly and 
the heavens were unclean in his sight. But 
that the God to whom we were exhorted to pray, 
had condescended to hear the half uttered pray- 
ers which proceeded from our lips. Yes, said 
the preacher, if ] may be allowed the express- 
ion, God condescends to stoop from bis throne 
in heaven, and puts Azs ear tothe Lips of his 
people, and /istens to their whispers of prayer, 
that he may havean excuse tu bestow blessings 
on guilty sinners like ourselves. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

AN EVIL EYE. 

“ Is thine eye evil, because I am good?” | 
This was anevil eye indeed. Those labor- 
ers who had agreed for apenny a day, were 
dissatisfied, and murmured at their employer, 
not because he did not pay them according to 
contract, but because his goodness bestowed 
the same on those who had wrought but one 
hour. If we are correct in the observations, 
which we have made, regarding the spirit of op- 
position to the divine goodness, which is equal- 





ly distributed to all mankind, the same evil eye 
is constantly employed in looking vp arguments | 
to show that it is not right for God to bestow the 
same favers on all men, as are expected by 
those, who are persuaded that they are more 
righteous than their neighbors. There are 
many who profess a great deal of piety, much 





vital religion, and uncommon Zeal for the cause 
of truth, who offer many prayers and thanks- | 
givings to the Father of mercies for his favors, | 
that cannot be told that their neighbors are the | 
objects of the divine favor equally with them. 


ANECDOTE. 


A flaming preacher once, after dooming nine 
tenths of his audience to the shades of woe for- | 
ever, asked what could have a worse appear- | 
ance than a sinner ia heaven? An attentive 
hearer replied, “ A sinner in the pulpit judg. 
ing sinners out of the pulpit, to endless mise- 
ry ! 99 














THE DUTY OF YOUTH TO OLD AGE. 

Among all the duties of youth, there are none 
which more beautify their character than a be- 
coming respect for the aged. It was strictly 
enjoined in the laws given by Moses as follows : 
“Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, 
and honor the face of the ofd man.” By a 
respectful observance of this duty to the aged, 
the young place themselves in a situation to re. 
ceive the wisdom of experience, which is a 
light to their feet, in the path of life. As we 
wisely inquire the way of those who have tray. 
elled the road, so should the young listen to the 
directions of those who have actually passed 
through the vicissitudes which lie before those 
who have but just commenced the journey of 
life. 


















































Died,—At Black Rock, on Tuesday last, after a 
short illness, Mr. Slephen Hopkins, aged about 40 
years. He has left an amiable wife and five small 
children to lament his departure. Mr. Hoy kins has 
long been a firm believer in the restitution of al! 
things and has exhibited in a well ordered life ané 
conversation, that the woodness of God leadeth to re- 
pentance and the practice of virtue. 

At Williamsville, on Wednesday last, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Foster Young. 


POETRY. 


i wild sing praise to thy nume, O ow mosi High. 























Krom the Massachusetts Spy. 
THE HOUR OF PEACE. 


O come sweet hour, the hour of peace, 
With heaw’nly ray break thro’ the gloom , 
My wo-worn mind asks thy releasc, 
And chides the tomb 


Here mis’ry holds her silent reign, 
Here swilt wing’d sorrows fly, 
And embryo pleasures end in pain ; 
They bloom to die 


The springs of love in age are dry, 
Friendship is but a transient gleam ; 
The youthful smile is manlood’s sigh ; 
For iife’s a dream. 


There’s not for me one cheering ray 
To bean upon this vale of tears ; 
Time slowly moves—each hivur’s a day, 
And days are years. 


But hark! JI hear a still small voice; 
It seems like music from above, 
It bids my youthful heart rejoice ; 
For Guid is love. 


When storms and tempesis hurtle by, 
And swift wiog’d bolts from heaw’n descena 
Ili mourn not, nv, nor ever sigh ; 
God is my Friend. 


Mercy will spread her wings abroad, 
Her watchfulness will never cease— 
1 wait with patieuce, O my God, 
The hou~ of Peace. 
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